Home Learning – Parent Guide

In the event of a school closure The High School of Glasgow Junior School will
endeavour to provide continuity in your child’s learning by preparing and posting
appropriate work to Seesaw. These activities should be completed by your child, if
they are well enough to do so.
Please note that the Home Learning materials that will be provided by
teachers have been designed specifically for pupils of The High School of
Glasgow Junior School. No part of them should be shared, copied or
otherwise distributed in any manner.
Each morning your child’s teacher will post a ‘Home Learning Daily Planner’ to your
child’s journal feed. This will consist of three class-based activities and one specialist
activity. The specialist activities will be provided on rotation, but not necessarily on
the day your child usually sees that specialist.

Home Learning Daily Planner – Example

The Home Learning Daily Planner provides an overview for the activities to be
completed. Each individual activity will then be posted separately to the ‘Activities’
tab on the pupils Seesaw app. Click the ‘Activities’ button to see all the assigned
activities. This pupil below currently has 4 activities to complete. (As activities are
completed and submitted the number in the red circle will decrease.)

In each individual ‘Activities’ task, pupils will find further detail about the activity to
be completed, including worksheets or success criteria or a feedback template. Pupils
should send a response for every piece of work they complete. This should be done
in one of two ways depending upon the activity given.
Option 1: Pupils will be asked to complete work on a given template.
If a template sheet has been provided pupils should click ‘Add response’ and the
response sheet will be shown. Work should then be completed directly onto the
template. Once complete, pupils should click the green tick to send the work on the
template to their teacher.

Option 2: If no template has been set, pupils should complete the activity using an
appropriate medium. For example, they might build a model, draw a picture,
complete work on paper or on their iPad. Once completed pupils should ‘Add
Response’ to the individual activity. Pupils should upload a photo of the work they
have been completing by pressing the photo button to take a photo or upload button
to select a previously taken screen shot. It is also possible to send a voice recording
by pressing the ‘mic’ button. Pupils should then click the green tick to send the work
to their teacher.

Throughout the course of the day pupils should ‘Add Response’ to all set activities.
Parents should expect teachers to read over and approve (or send back for editing)
all submissions by the following day. Parents should not expect an individual response
to every post, but teachers will comment on a minimum of one submission per day,
per pupil.
Parents should encourage pupils to take high quality photos of their work. Work
written in pencil and photographed from a distance is very difficult for teachers to
read.

Lunch Time Question
Each day, between 11.30am and 1pm, your teacher will also post a ‘Lunch Time
Question’. The same question will be posted to all classes across the school. This
question will be designed to encourage pupils to talk to others they are at home
with. There is no right answer, but pupils are welcome to write their thoughts and
post them as a comment on the original Seesaw post. Please note, however, that all
comments posted to a group post will be viewable by all pupils and parents in your
child’s class.

Choosing Grid
In addition to the Home Learning Daily Planner and Lunch Time Question, pupils will
be sent a weekly Choosing Grid. This will be uploaded directly onto the journal feed
every Monday. Each day pupils should select one activity from the grid. Over the
course of a week pupils should select 5 activities to complete. They should, as far as
is practical, be from different types of activities. Pupils are clearly welcome to
participate in as many activities as they wish. Most activities will change each week,
although some activities will be repeated.

Pupils should upload photos of themselves completing activities of their choosing into
the ‘Choosing Grid’ folder in Seesaw. Teachers will spend time on a Friday looking at
photos in the ‘Choosing Grid’ folder and will share their comments with pupils.
Choosing Grid photos may be uploaded all week but it is likely that they will only be
approved and commented on each Friday.

Further Developments
Staff and children will take time to become accustomed to this new way of working.
We will keep you updated with any future developments in the delivery of online
learning.

Frequently Asked Questions
How can I help my child learn at home?
The transition to home learning is a big change for your child. During a big transition,
pupils need consistency. Try to keep normal meal and bed times and start learning
when school typically starts each day, if possible. Creating a daily plan for each
member of the household and having them displayed together can help create a
feeling of routine and security.

How do I access Seesaw from home?
There are two ways that you can access Seesaw from home:
1.

If your child is using their school iPad they can use it as normal. Please do
not sign out of this account.

2.

If your child is using another device, or they would prefer to use a PC etc.,
you can use the Home Learning Code (paper copy) that was issued to them
when they took their iPad home. This code will work on iPads, iPhones,
Android devices and desktop computers. The following link will guide you
through the process - https://youtu.be/RRQrR21ZEuM

I have more than one child using Seesaw. Will we need to
keep signing in and out?
If your children are using their school iPads, they should continue to use them as
normal. If your children are using a desktop computer, it is recommended that they
each use a different browser e.g. Internet Explorer and Google Chrome. This way
they can be logged in at the same time.

What equipment will we need?
Try to organise learning materials and designate a common area for learning. Ideally
this will be somewhere which can be blocked from noise at times and is located
where family members can participate in your child’s learning. All of our resources
will be posted to Seesaw, but not all activities will be internet based. It will be handy
to have a pencil case and paper ready too.

Will my child need help to complete the activities?
As the pupils transition to home learning, you may find that they need a lot of
support whilst they get used to the new way of learning. This will make them feel
more secure and confident when completing their tasks. We are also planning to
offer as many interactive activities as possible, to keep the learning engaging, which
may require the participation of other members of the household.
Older pupils may be more independent, but it is still helpful to ask them regular
questions such as “What are you learning about today?”, “Can I help you to find any
materials that you need?”, “What did you enjoy learning about today?”, “What did you find
challenging today?”

What will my child be learning?
Teachers will continue to follow the planners for each stage and your child will be
completing relevant activities. The Key Learning Points beside each activity will help
to clarify the aim of the task.

My child is finding something difficult. Can they speak to the
teacher?
If your child is finding something tricky, they should complete as much of the activity
as possible before submitting it. They should add a comment onto the activity which
the teacher will see, explaining, if possible, what they found difficult and their teacher
will respond.

Should my child be working all day?
Physical and social activity are essential to your child’s wellbeing. Scheduling time for
movement, social interaction and play will help your child to have a positive
experience when learning from home. Having a family disco, acting out a scene from
a book or cooking a favourite recipe are all valuable learning experiences in addition
to the set school work. The Choosing Grid will also provide ideas of activities.

My child is feeling quite anxious about the situation. What can
I do to help?
In stressful times, children look to the trusted adults around them for guidance.
Spending time with your children, keeping a routine and providing age-appropriate
information will help them feel calmer. BBC Newsround have published several
helpful videos for children - www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

